Asheville Buncombe Coalition for Prevention of Family Violence (ABCPFV)

MINUTES
Child Abuse Prevention Services is the facilitator of the October meeting.
WHEN: October 8, 2010
PRESENT:  (14 in attendance)
Anne Parker (Allergy Partners of WNC)
Julie Klipp Nicholson (Pisgah Legal Service)
Lily Peifer (Pisgah Legal Services)

Amy Saunooke (Bunc. Co DSS)
Blan Minton (Legal Aid of NC)

Lindsay Carver (ARP-Prevention)

Janice Loggins (Bunc. Co DA's Office)  
Lois Bernard (Child Abuse Prevention Services)
Kathleen Balogh (NCCFW)

Patrice Wishon (Women at Risk)
Ilene Procida (Child Abuse Prevention Services)
Celica Daniels (Women at Risk)

Valerie Collins (Helpmate)
Lisa Morrison (Bunc. Co DA's Office)
WELCOME

Celica Daniels joins us today from Women at Risk.

EVENTS

· October 14, Thursday, 10:00am – 12:00pm AND October 21, Thursday, 3:00 – 5:00pm -Asheville City School Personnel Training.

· October 25-29 - Silent Witness Exhibit in AB Tech’s Holly Library. 

· November 9 – NC’s Governors Conference for Women. Location: Raleigh, NC. Website: http://www.ncwomensconference.com/ for more information. 
ANNOUNCEMENTS & UPDATES

Ilene Procida (Child Abuse Prevention Services) – They have a new community educator – Nicole Conner. 

Amy Saunooke (Bunc. Co DSS) – They will still plan to be in their same offices until the end of January, and then hope to move into the Buncombe County Health Center building.

Patrice Wishon (Women at Risk) – They have a new clinical therapist – Celica Daniels. They do have a men’s program, but they are suspending the intakes for now.

Lois discussed risk assessment screening and wondered if any agencies use these screening tools. Legal agencies said no, DSS has their own lethality tool, and abuser treatment programs have some type of tool. Kathleen said at the state level they have looked at many lethality assessment screenings trying to come up with one that covers everything. For the abuser treatment programs that use an assessment tool, they usually use them 3 times – at the beginning, the middle and end of the program. Sometimes it may take 18 of the 26 weeks for some behaviors to change.

PROGRAM – Psychoeducational Program for Non-Offending Parents of Sexually Abused Children 

Lois Bernard with CAPS has a slide show presentation today. She reviewed the continuum of abuse – ranging from denial by the perpetrator or by the non-offending parent, to grief, rage and guilt. She showed results of a study that over 1/2 of children DID NOT tell of their abuse for many reasons, one being fear of losing the goodwill of the offending or non-offending parent. 
Medical evidence is not always there to show the sexual abuse has occurred, which can be frustrating. This lack of evidence does not mean it did not occur – hymen’s can heal in prepubescent girls. Children heal quickly. 

She reviewed the many reactions to abuse, including “playing possum” and freezing or accommodating or not fighting. Treating for Sexual Abused Children is Trauma Focused Cognitive Behavioral Therapy.  

MUSC has free CEUs. http://cpt.musc.edu/index 
Next meeting is November 12, 2010. Lois with CAPS will continue her presentation. 
Sincerely 
Anne Parker
http://www.abcpfv.org/
