Asheville Buncombe Coalition for Prevention of Family Violence (ABCPFV)

MINUTES
Buncombe Co DSS is the facilitator of the February meeting.
WHEN: February 12, 2010
PRESENT
Anne Parker (Allergy Partners of WNC)
Amy Saunooke (Bunc. Co DSS)
Jamie Milliser (Bunc. Co DSS)
Patience Bright (Bunc Co Sheriffs Dept)
Janice Loggins (Bunc. Co DA's Office)  
Colleen Welty (The Relationship Center)

Ilene Procida (Child Abuse Prevention Services)
Laura Eschelman (NCGV)

Julie Klipp Nicholson (Pisgah Legal Service)
Lauren Garcia (Pisgah Legal Service)
Kate Dreher (Bunc. Co DA's Office) 


 (11 in attendance) 
WELCOME

Joining us today is Jamie Milliser with Buncombe Co DSS.
Kristie Diehn with DSS, the scheduled speaker for today, is unable to be here because her daughter is sick.  

ANNOUNCEMENTS & UPDATES
NCCADV Biennial Conference – May 25-27, 2010 in Durham, NC  - look for more information at www.nccadv.org  Last year they had scholarships available. 

BRAINSTORMING  DONE  TODAY  – How to help a family have a healthy relationship when DOMESTIC VIOLENCE may be occurring?

Each Domestic Violence situation is individualized – no “one size fits all”. There may be more behind closed doors we may not see. Our current option in our agencies is suggesting to leave. But what if there is only ONE DV incident. What option is given then?

A family’s financial situation may be keeping them together when help is needed. Julie with PLS says when she is speaking with a victim and they say they plan to reconcile, her toolbox shuts. However, she feels it is absolutely inappropriate to have violence with a partner. Kate with the DA’s office says before the victim leaves the office, she educates them. 

Amy said DSS provides a lethality assessment to determine what is going on in the home. There are certain questions to ask - if those things are happening, there may be a concern, they could be hurt, and then what to do. Kate mentioned that victims think “stigma”. They may think they will remain hopeless or judged. Please try your best to not make them feel threatened and to give them hope. 
Amy walked through the process of DSS being involved with a case. A caregiver MUST be involved for DSS to be involved. Otherwise it goes to law enforcement or the DA’s office. As soon as safety is assessed and established, the interviews can begin. The interviews are done separately, with the victim parent, the child, then the other parent.
There is a Power and Control Wheel – but there is a continuum. It may no longer be black and white, but with some areas of gray. Alcohol Abuse dependence, Drug abuse dependence, sleep deprivation, mental health problems are all affecting domestic violence. We might need to look at this continuum with solutions beneath the continuum.
What tools do we have or need? 
Next meeting is March 12, 2010. Facilitator will be Mission Hospital and Our VOICE. 
Sincerely 
Anne Parker
http://www.abcpfv.org/
