Asheville Buncombe Coalition for Prevention of Family Violence (ABCPFV)

MINUTES
Kathleen Balogh with NC Council for Women is the facilitator of the May meeting.
WHEN: May 8, 2009
PRESENT
Anne Parker (Allergy Partners of WNC)
Renee Collette (Mission Hospital)

Amy Hobson (Helpmate)
Ed Long (VAMC)

Ladonna Norton (Mission Hospital)
Susan Anderson (Pisgah Legal Service)
Julie Klipp Nicholson (Pisgah Legal Service)
Erin Wilson (Pisgah Legal Service)
Jenny Sliker (YWCA – New Choices)
Amy Saunooke (Bunc. Co DSS)
Kathleen Balogh (NCCFW/DV Commission)

 (11 in attendance) 
WELCOME

Joining us today is Erin Wilson with Pisgah Legal Service.
CALENDER ITEMS

May 29, 2009, Friday, 6:00 – 8:00 pm – S.O.S. Mission Wine & Cheese Reception for Promoting Domestic Violence Awareness and Empowering Victims to Become Victorious. Location: Fine Arts & Crafts Gallery, St. Paul’s Ministry Center.

ANNOUNCEMENTS & UPDATES

Amy Hobson (Helpmate) – Helpmate will begin rotating the staff who attends our meetings.

Julie Klipp Nicholson (Pisgah Legal Service) – (1) They are in their new building and enjoy the room and safety it provides. (2) They are involved with the $500,000 Kresge Foundation Challenge Grant. They must raise $1.2 million in pledges and gifts. (3) Susan Anderson will now be working as a full-time DV Attorney at PLS. Erin Wilson will be taking over as the HEALS Attorney. Mission Hospital has given the HEALS program space in Room 645 to work. 
Jenny Sliker (YWCA – New Choices) – (1) Just dedicated solar panels on Earth Day for the YWCA. (2) They have applied for Women for Women funding in hopes to increase their money available for child care funding. 
Amy Saunooke (Bunc. Co DSS) – DSS got a grant through Duke Endowment for a website to find relatives of children in foster care to help in placement or to connect families. 
Kathleen Balogh (NCCFW/DV Commission) – A new list of the abuser treatment programs is now listed on their website - Un Camino Nuevo, WCCJ, The Relationship Center.
LEGISLATIVE

NCCADV and NCCASA are good resources for staying updated on the legislative activities. Kathleen passed around information from NCCADV, along with a list of active house and senate bills that were on the agenda. To look up these bills, go online to the general assembly website www.ncleg.net and type in the bill number. She said it is VERY important to let our legislative representatives hear from us – let them know we support or do not support a bill. Make you’re your information gives your name and address for them to verify you are in the correct jurisdiction. This is the long session, so many bills are introduced with money attached to them. 
A few of the bills were reviewed at the meeting today. 
OCTOBER CONFERENCE
Elizabeth is not able to be at today’s meeting, but Kathleen has spoken to her. Elizabeth did contact the person we mentioned at the last meeting – Anne Graham Lotz – and she is not very interested in doing our conference.

Kathleen brought up Tony Porter as another option. His home is in Charlotte. He speaks that men are raised a certain way, but why is it that a large group of men allow a small group of men to act certain ways. She can check to see if he has any available dates and what it would cost. Other thoughts – Our VOICE has a new group - Gentle Brothers and the speaker Lundy Bancroft.

Elizabeth can help with the conference logistics but she got stuck with lots of work last year. If we plan to do this as a coalition, we need to help as a coalition. Amy believes Christy is already planning to help this year but needs to verify that. There were a few issues going on last year with people having things going on and the date change – it was quite disconnected. Maybe Jenny, Christy and Elizabeth can communicate further on this. If this conference needs to be at another time, date or even another month, now is the time to make that decision. 
WEBSITE

Deborah is unable to be here today, so I reviewed what is happening with the website. We are still on hold on the financial end. I mentioned the 501c concept and having the website umbrella’d under an organization that has a 501c. I have been hoping to have a representative from the western part of NCCADV come to our meeting so we could talk to them about it. So far, no luck. Deborah is still willing to update the website with our minutes as she has time.

Next meeting is June 12, 2009. Facilitator will be Buncombe County DA’s office. 
Sincerely 
Anne Parker
http://www.abcpfv.org/
